Sept. 10, 1968 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Your letter to Jim Johnson has been re- 
ceived by his office to await his reply when 
he returns from vacation in two weeks. 


Biss geal dn 


mare tose Tiernan 


Coi World 
oin ,¥vVOr wae V 
THE WEEKLY NEWSPAPER COR THE ENTIRE NUMISMATIC FIELD ‘ 


SIONEY NEWS BUILDING 
SIDNEY, OHIO 45365 


{ THIS SIDE OF CARDIS FOR ADSRESS 


Eric P. Newman 
P, 0. Box 14020 
St. Louis, Mo. 63178 


JAMES G.. JOHNSON 
Coin World 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 


a 6 


Dear Eric: 

Margo says you are interested in dates 
of Clearinghouse on which I printed 1955 doubled 
die fakes. I have more on hand than I have prin- 
ted, but I printed one on June 28, 1967; I also 
printed two Mint errors that were confused with 
but were not doubled die coins on Jan, 10 and 19 
196. One was Hexnkks double struck, the other 
was called “bouncing die" although I thhk now 
it was struck through a thin split piece off 


another planchet,. 
In case you are interested, I saw recently, in 
either a major auction or a major dealer's ad, 
a coin described as a 1955 doubled die but which 
I think was not. The two dates were not as close 
ly intertwined as on the genuine, i.e., the sec- 
ond date was dropped further down onthe first 
date than it should be, Also, I have at hand for 
photographing, one of the best I have se of a 
genuine specimen, Barly die state ip 


JAMES G. JOHNSON 
Cém World 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 


(0/3/ 6 
Dear Eric: 


Photos are in the works now for a 1955, 
Will have extra set made for you wkhh our compli- 
ments. It is my understanding that a slightly rota- 
ted reverse is one of the characteristics of the 
genuine shifted hub or doubled die item, somewhere 
between 54 and 10% to tha left, or between 170 and 
175 degrees cw as you put it. the piece I am having 
photoed is rotated, and I have seen others similar, 


I have seen no fake with the Ce er 


Coi World 
oin¢) Wor aEy. 
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Mr Eric P. Newman, 
6450 Cecil Ave., 
St. Louis, Mo. 63105 


U.S. POSTAGE 


JAMES G. JOHNSON 
Coin World 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 
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Dear Eric: 

I will be glad to contact Montabana 
on the 1776 piece, and will check to see if I 
have had others reported. I have a faint im- 
pression that I have. 

The photos of the 1955/1955 are on the 
way. You may have got them already. I am convin- 
eed that coin is genuine, It fits the character- 
istics known to me which are few but key clues, 


. ‘ *‘sp.urese 


*eAeTTSG T *TeTguesse st uoTabaog qUSTIS OUT 
*seuo TBTQUSSse QsBeT eA JOoBTOT y ynq feouo fou 
09% TTS weug pTo”9o eH *APBOeTTSe smouy ey UBUy eu0OW 
Aue Jexyey eu, yosey of PTedye st ey se *TeAomMOy 

*‘peustTaqnd weuy 3uem q4,useop ey °4, U0D nof£ jt 
squtod BSutystnSutyzstp euy jo [Te smouy pues UTOS 
stuq9 jo Apngs [eyoeds B epew sw sT[osae,, epTuly 
PIS. Now 1 ask another favor. Will you check a 
silverdollar in lead, purporting to be a trial 
“of a cancelled die, 18782 “he die is cancelled, 
I guess, but the lead piece was made a lot more 
recently than 1878, I am convinced, the die, toc 


oF 


6% -/doy 


The Coin and Currency Institute, Inc. 
Book Publishers 


393 SEVENTH AVE., NEW YORK, N. Y. 10001 
Wlsconsin 7-0370 


September 26,1968 


Eric P, Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


Thanks for the quick action on the two double 
hubbed 1955 cents. Yesterday, September 25, 

we turned these two coins over to the FBI. 

It is a good idea for you to write these up in 

an article, however, you do not have to mention 
our names. I do not like publicity when it comes 
to matters like this. 


Kind regards. 
Very truly yours, 


COIN &. CURRENCY INSTITUTE, 1Ne. 


a 
JF /sw JACK FRIEDBERG 


Manufacturers of Numismatic Accessories 


\ 


ay)» 


VIRGID HANGOC I 


DOK 936 
BELLAIRE, TEXAS, 7/402, USA 


Coins for the traders 


of the world. 


October 4, 1968 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63105 


Good Afternoon, Eric - 


Your two welcome letters of September 19 came in and were digested, 
and, when I can squeeZe in the time, Eric, I'll outline the detailed 
plan afoot to furnish the molars you correctly say ANAT will need if 
'tis to become effective. 


My time is taken almost 16 hours a day in our fight against Bellaire 

City Hall . . . on four spot-rezoning ordinances the council passed 
several months ago. We're now in court of civil appeals, and ‘tis 
headed for state supreme court. In the meantime, if we don't run ( 
out of time, we can elect a majority on Council which will repeal the . | 
ordinances. But it takes time and money and lung-power. I 


Yours of the lst about the double-hubbed 1955 cent. . . I have one : 
of those (and a specimen of the 1909-S "VDB" cent) counterfeits, | 
offered for sale two or three months ago in Houston. The infol have, | ' 
though, is that they're being made in Milan, Italy, by some new, 

very high-pressure casting process. 


ae Ome 


I'm taking these with me to the PNG in The Palmer House this coming 
Thursday. Thereafter, if you wish, I'll lend them to you for your 
comparison with the ones you report as being die-struck. 


I'd like very much to get the facts. In Chicago I'm to meet a lad who 
feels he knows the lads in Italy who are manufacturing all sorts of 
counterfeits. This lad has named a "Steven Johnson" (good old Latin 
patronym !) in Milan as being one. Will report what I hear. 


That's all for now... except my warm regards, Eric, as usual. 


erely youy ' 


es 


Member, American Numismatic Association Member, Asociacién Numismatica Espanol 

Fellow, American Numismatic Society ér, Sociedad Numismatica de México 

Fellow, Royal Numismatic ayes Member, Retail Coin Dealers Association 
Pr 


n 


(Nicolas Jensen, ey gid mint a ncoosk,,. of letters established 113 A.D. by Rome's Emperor Trajan, in 1470 designed the type used for this letterhead.) 


grm 


October 8, 1968 


Dear Eric: Sidney lh Building 

Sidney, Ohio - 45365 

Here are the photos of the 1955 double 

die that we promised to send to you. Enjoy 
them with our compliments. 


‘LEAR 'HSE--U.S.1¢7 Looe 2 
‘ORNINGSTAR DD 10/23/68 


LEAR 'ESE=--U.S.1¢ ‘A 
IRNINGSTAR DD 10/ 


Exror “Trends Coin Magazine - | 
Post Of fice Box 68, Cambria Heights, N YING 


10/21/68 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
650 Cecil Avenue 
St. Lowis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Jim Johnson has written to me and I was aware of your interest and expected your 
letter. My interest in the forged 1955/55 coins started when I onee operated as a dealer 
and maintained bourse tables at a number of the local "coin shows" here in the New York 
Metropolitan area. While engaged in that endeavor, I was ales president of NECA, (Numis- 
matic Error Collectors of America), of which Jim Johnson is a honored member of the 
Board of Governors. 


The dual activity of error club president and bourse dealer was a fortunate one. I 
was immediately aware of the methods and techniques for microscopic examination of coins, 
and was readily exposed to all sorts of material across the bourse table as a matter of 
course. I soon became aware of quite a number of discrpancies between many specimens of 
the 1955/1955 cents which were offered or just displayed. Being in this area, I'm sure 
you are aware,permits one to be exposed to a vastly larger amount of numismatic material 
than let us say in a midwest small town. To say the least, I was. 


If you remember the incidents of the fake 196) multi-strikes which I had a great 
deal to do with, you will appreciate that I was in an ideal position to be exposed to 
quite a number of examples of forged and altered coins. I had (and still have) a fairly 
good volume of mail about things like this. 


As far as the publiction of data about the fake 1955/1955 cents, I have always been 
reluctant to disclose cer&t4in tell tale facts about it simply because I did not want to 
hold a seminar publically so that potential forgers would have the information necessary to 
improve their products in these critical areas. Therefore, anything I write about is not 
to be published or made known casually. 


One of the lesser know facts is the one which you refer to about the rotation of 
the reverse impression with respect to the obverse, In almost every forged specimen, the 
tmintmaster" neglected to reproduce this aspect of the coin correctly. 


In all cases that I have come across, the dies were apparently made from specimens 
which were not AU or BU grade. Therefore the fine detail was not available for reproduction. 
In the cases I have examined I believe that the dies were prepared by the impact method 
rather than the spark erosion technique, since the characteristic orange peel surface was 
not evident. However the rendition of the "ERTY" of LIBERTY was invariably poor and in 
every case was accompanied by blurring of the dual letters which are sharp and crisp on the 
legitimate specimens. 


While I haven't the kind of knowledge which would be needed for prosecution, I do 
have information which points to two sources of these forgeries here in the United States. 
One source is near Detroit, Michigan, and the other is here in New York. The information 
is of the type where known coin "reproducers" are known to have ample supplies of these 


coins when the demand is present. The specimens they offer are faulty and when I examined 
some, found them to be forgeries. 


Exr0r Trends. Coin Magazine 


oD om 


Post Of fice Box 68, Cambria Heights, N Y.n4n 


However, as I said, knowing of it and being able to prove it are two different things. 
Therefore I have had to simply hold my tongue and do what I could to alert the coin hobby 
to prepare them to avoid being victimized by these people. By publishing papers within 
NECA with some of these details, we have helped our members to avoid the fake coins. 


How far has my work gone? In truth it has not been an organized research program. Rather 
it has been a matter of remaining alert and grasping at facts as they fly by and storing then 
in the back of my mind for future reference. Before describing what it is that I see on 
the coin that convinces me, I'd find it easier to describe the circumstances surrounding 
the coin, that is the owner, the surroundings, the offered price and a dozen other factors 
which help lehd an air of legitimacy or doubt to a coin. 


I can look at the coin and tell within a mimute (with appropriate glads and equipment 
of course) whether it is or is not genuine. There is a "look" about the fakes which T can 
spot way off. 


At sime time when we could get together with a number of specimens of both kinds, I'd 
be glad to start the more formalized study of the characteristics and set them down in 
methodical manner. Right now, I know. But to explain why I know would take the precise 
analysis which is the hallmark of the reaearcher. I simply haven't had the time or the 
material available to make such a study. All I can say is that I look in certain areas 
of the coin and watch for certain degrees of clarity and crispness of the impressions, 
The BERTY area, the date area, and the hairline area. After that I loom at the reverse. 
In my opinion the reverse dies are made invariably by hubbing from 193 steel cents. This 
will usually result in a better reverse impression than the obverse. Therefore the two 
sides of the forged 1955/55 will have different grades. On the legitimate ones, we find that 
the grades of the two sides are usually similar since both sides received the same amount 
of wear. 


If this is the kind of information which you are looking for, please ket me know. We 
can then go further in this and I will be glad to be of service where ever possibile. 


Sincerely, 


Arnold Margolis 


PS I have received my invitation to attend the ANS lecture which you will preSent on 
November 9th. I hope that I can make it. However in case I can not, let me know when 
you will be in New York so that we might get together. . 

AM 


CC: Jim Johnson 


Enver Trends Coin Magazine 


Post Office Box 68, Cambria Heights, N.Y .n4n 


If we can be of aid to you thru the pages of this 
magazine, please let me know how. 


Arnold Margolis 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


October 29, 1968 


Mr, Arnold Margolis 
P.O.Box 68 
Cambria Heights, N.Y. 1111 


Dear Mr. Margolis: 


Thank you for your comments with respect to the 1955 
double hub cent. I can see that you have a good deal more in- 
formation which you would prefer to tell me rather than to write 
and I hope that it is convenient for you to come to the ANS 
where it will be nice to meet you and perhaps get in a few words. 


I think it is very important to get out into the open | 
the fact that there are quantities of double die cents which are 
forgeries and which are being sold to collectors. 


As you probably know, there are other fine methods of 
producing artificial dies than the impact method or the spark 
erosion method. 


Do you have any notations as to the dents and scratches 
on the forgeries you have seen as, if those can be found on two 
different forgeries, you have some very definite proof. It is 
@ lot better than the strength of the reverse as compared to 
the obverse. 


I do not think anyone will be disclosing very much 
if they disclose the rotation situation asmany coin dealers 
seem to be familiar with that feature. It is keeping inform- 
ation away from the collector that causes the harm. 


Do you have any pictures of any forgeries of these 


cents? 
Kindest regards, and thanks. 
Sincerely yours, 
<. a 

Rie = E~. ee mee pr nr Cees, 
ERIC P.NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 

EPN/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
Or COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


Error Trends. Coin Magazine 


Post Office Box 68, Cambria Heights, N.Y.N4N 
11/2/68 
Dear Mr. Newman, 


Nice to hear from you as soon as this. In reply to your letter, TI will do 
my best to get to the ANS lecture. Fi 


I am aware of the various methods of die making. I only referred to the 
methods which I believe were employed to create the coins about which I had knowledge. I 
am sure that there have been attempts in other methods also. However my "research" has 
been rather limited to this area and the coins which crossed my path as a matter of course 
in my normal endeavors in the hobby as both a collector and as a bourse dealer for a year 
and a half. Jim has sent me specimens on occasions, as have others who know of my interest 
in this “e2 “error type. 


In truth, I'm afraid that at times we are up against the inate greed of many 
people who own these frauds and truly do not want to be told that their coins are fraudulent. 
In a number of cases of recent recola&ection, I know that after being told that the coin was 
fraudulent, the owner simply went and sold it to another unsuspecting collector, This, to 


avoid the financial less which such a disclosure would entail. I was not able to stop. the 
sale as I was not present at the transaction, 


Therefore we are hindered by these people to whom the money is far more 
important than the authenticity of a coin. "Let the next guy get stuck with it and worry 
about it. Just so long as I'm not the loser!!" That is too often the case in coins which 
have high values stich as the one under discussion. 


My efforts in this area have been limited to club activities (NECA President) 
and what ever aid I can offer to people like Jim and yourself. I haven't had the facilities 
to photograph coins with the precisiog needed to record such things as die characteristics, 
and other minute details such as you seek. However I am trying to assemble the equipment 
required in order to establish the photographic facilities for my new magazine. Till such 
time, I depend upon a number of excellent photographers with adequate equipment to serve 
my needs temporarily. 


I know of only two "hoards" of the coins you seek. In one case I saw them 
in a display at a coin show. I saw 0 separate double dies. They had at least three different 
"varieties". One variety was the genuine variety. Another was the "straight up reverse", and 
still a third was a very weak and blurred obverse which stood out as totally different from 
the other two. The owner displayed them simply as two plastic pages with 20 pockets each, 
and mounted in 2x2 holders, Conditions were such that I was unable to approach him privately — 
and indicate the true worth of his display. At a later date I did appraise him of the true 
conditions and he has since sold the major portion of the defective ones, to my knowledge. 
Again, being a private individual with no status to make "pronouncements I am limited in 
what can or can not be done. I'm sure that you know of these problems within this hobby. 


If I can help with other information, you have but to ask. 


Sincerely, 


PS. Please excuse typing errors. Regrettably, 
I am a two fingered hunt-and=peck typist 
and too often my hunt is rewarded with the 
wrong character. But we try. Arnie 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


September 18, 1968 


Mr. Jack Friedberg 

Coin & Curreney Institute 
393 Seventh Avenue 

New York City, New York 


Dear Jack: 


The two double hubbed 1955 cents which you loened 
to us for study on September 13, 1968 are returned herewith. 
These are the finest forgeries of copper coins which have 
ever come to our attention. Your astute associate who suspected 
these deserves a real vote of thanks. What were his clues? 
You indicated they were sent in by B&, W. Evans through your 
Famous-Barr department in St. Louis and who identified himself 
by a Texas driver's license. 


The coins are distinguished by one having a lead 

colored metal imperfection just to the left of the left end of 

the stem of the right wheat stalk. This is called A, and the 

L other B, A weighs 8% grains and has an 8.8 specific gravity. 

B B weighs 7s grains and has an 8.65 specifie gravity. Both 

: appear to have proper metal content. A seems to be more 
sharply struck than B, A is thicker than B in portions of the 
edge but this is not diagnostic. These coins have been compared 
with a genuine 1955 double hubbed cent and since there was 
ae one obverse die so prepered the evidence seems unimpeach- 
a Ge ; 


3 On the obverse of both A and B there is en Leshaped in- 
dentation on Lineoln's sleeve where a vaccination would be. | 
This would have to have been caused by a raised portion on 

the die, It could not happen thet two coins were identically 

2 | dented thet way. This is not on genuine pieces, Similarly 
there is a diagonal dent on the top of the sleeve near the 
Sleeve and shoulder juncture line, 


On the reverse of both A and B there is a diagonal dent 
ae near the top of the upright of N in CENT; a circular depression 
Re below the left side of the right leg of the first A in AMERICA; 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION ; jj 
a THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 4] 
QF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 7 oe | 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
_. THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Page 2 September 18, 1968 


Mr. deck Friedberg 
Coin end Curreney Institute 


@ depression half way up and next to the right side of the ; = 
upright of T in CENT; an oval dent very near the tip of the & 
stem of the left wheat stalks and e bifureation on the tip a 
of the stem of the right wheat stalk, 


It is of course obvious thet these blemishes could 
not heve happened to two coins eccidentally. It means thet 
4 and 8 were die struck, that the die was made from a coin 
having these blemishes; that the die was made by an accurate 
transfer process by a skilled forger; that there ere probably 
many more of these pieces, 


We had these coins photographed at the American Numis- 
metic Society on the same day we received them. We believe 
as you do that the U,5.,Secret Service should be advised immed- 
ietely before the coins are returned to the sender, We would 
like to write these up for the numismatic publications, giving 
you credit for locating them, if you have no objections, but 
do not wish to do so until the Secret Service has had en 
opportunity to do its work, The writeup should not be long 
delayed. 


Please advise us of your ection so we may cooperete, 
These coins are typical of what we have said would begin to 
heppen in wholesale quantity to any premium coin. This is the 
work of # person who is not new to this devilment. It's about 
time for a crack down, = 

Kindest regards, 


Sincerely yours, 


EPN ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 


ath EDUCATION SOCIETY 


CERTIFIED MAIL 


VIRGIL HANCOGK 


BOX 936 
ye BELLAIRE, TEXAS, 77402, USA. 
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Coins for the traders 


of the world. December 23, 1968 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Good Afternoon, Eric - 


Now it can be said that I have a lot of brass . . . your parcel just 
came in. 


After the 25th I'll take this to Walter Beacham and see what he can 
come up with for you. In the meantime, I'll warm up my abacus and 
translate your 184 grains into grams. 


As for the counterfeit USA cents . . . my own thought was (and is) 
that the things are die-struck. 


However, at San Diego's ANA I was rushing around like mad, accomplish- 
ing zero as usual, and so was John Ford, to whom, while passing each 
other, I handed these two pieces and asked him if he'd seen 'em. 


His words were, "Yes, these fakes I've seen... they're cast... 
and here's the tell-tale point." 


John could have meant "cast die" but I interpreted it to mean "cast coin" 
because of John's further comment about the coins having been made in 
Milan with a very high pressure casting process. Because of my own 
uncertainty, in my article I credited John Ford with the info, you'll note. 


Me, I still dunno. 


As for the "gate" or "port" or "sprue" or "riser" (depending on which 
language you use), on today's cast counterfeits, Eric, it's almost 
impossible to find traces of such "port" . . . I've gone round and round 
over the rims of some with my 30-x stereo 'scope, but nary a sign that 
was sufficie ntly prominent to make me say, "There's the gate." 


That's all for this 23rd of December . . . all the best in '69 for you, Eric! 


Si rely yours, 


mber, Asociacion Numismatica Espanol 
Member, Sociedad Numismatica de México 


Member, American Numismatic Association 
Fellow, American Numismatic Society 
Fellow, Royal erage Saciety 

troil Hancock 


(Nicolas Jensen, mastér of French mint at Tours, copying type of letters established 113 A.D. by Rome's Emperor Trajan, in 1470 designed the type used for this letterhead.) 


grm 


Member, Retail Coin Dealers Association 


Do you have the original? 


FEATURING FAKES _ — 


VIRGIL HANCOCK, ANA 43616 =>" 
© 1968 by ein es 


Man! We're in real trouble! ee ghia: 

Above is shown the world’s t ifal jo of casting a) count re 
1955 double-hubbed-die USA oneent piece 
1909-S “WDB” cent. 

These two pieces, aa have been Janding in ke this 


trace at all of anyy cas texture, no “symptoms” of nef on the ¢ ve 


coin, under the 30- Sxgfereo ’ scope. The fields are 
somehow suspicious to me... more of/a hunch, though, than 

John Ford, Jr., of New ‘Nether! 
Diego’s ANA how to identify these cast counterfeits, which John. 


manufactured in Milan, Italy, with a-néw, very high pressur process. =, ~ 

With such a process, it isn’t going to be easy to detect unterfeit, 
even with the 30-X stereo ’scope which heretofore has been gefiéfally adequate. 

All I can say about those two coins is that you should be very wary of 
them. 

I’m not going to disclose the tell-tale points by which those counterfeits 
can be detected. I’ve learned the hard way that, when a counterfeiter’s error 
is pointed out to him, he promptly i jee his product to remove the ‘“‘finger- 
print” which has exposed his counterfeit . . . and today’s counterfeits are hard 
enough to spot now! 

We desperately need an authenticating service. 

There must be some reason... but I can’t understand what it is... why 
the 1,000 ANA coin clubs don’t shower down with substantial donations to get 
the American Numismatic Authentication Trust (ANAT) into operation! 

To date there have been only some ten clubs .. . 10 out of 1,000... which 
have made contributions. 

Will the secretaries of the other 990 clubs please write to one of us ANAT 
trustees, and tip us off as to why those 990 clubs haven't lent a hand? 

If one or more points seems to be bothering those 990 clubs, we three 
ANAT trustees need to hear it. So, drop a line to John Pittman, 4 Acton Street, 
Rochester, N. Y. 14615; Abe Kosoff, Box 456, Encino, Calif. 91317; or to me, 
Box 936, Bellaire, Texas 77401. Tell us what’s bothering you, puh-leeze! 

If there was an authoritative authentication service in conjunction with 
either the Smithsonian Institution or the American Numismatic Society, then 
you could send your coin there and learn if it be genuine, or fake. Or, better 
yet, you’d ask the seller to furnish you the coin’s authentication certificate. 
He'd add to the selling price of the coin the very modest certification fee . 
and it’d be worth it! 


NOVEMBER, 1968 1451 


VIRGIL HANCOCK 


BOX 936 


BELLAIRE, TEXAS. 77402. USA. 
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of the world. 
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BOX 936 
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Member, American Numismatic Association Member, Asociacién Numismatica Espanol 
Fellow, American Numismatic Society Member, Sociedad Numismatica de México 


Fellow, Royal Numismatic Society Member, Retail Coin Dealers Association 


(Nicolas Jensen, master of French mint at Tours, copying type of letters established 113 A.D. by Rome’s Emperor Trajan, in 1470 designed the type used for this letterhead.) 


VIRGIL HANCOCK 


BOX 936 


BELLAIRE. TEXAS. 77402, USA. 


Coins for the traders 
of the world. 


Ab Sie [porn 


February 2, 1970 


Mr. David Q. Bowers 

Hathaway and Bowers Galleries, Inc. 
Hathaway and Bowers Bldg. 

Santa Fe Springs,Cal. 30670 


Dear Dave: 


Your interesting advertisement with respect 
to 1955 double die cents has led me to think about 
improving my piece. Mine is either extremely fine 
or about uncirculated and I wondered if you had an 
uncirculated red piece or mostly red which I can acquire. 


I also would like to know if the group of 
fifty pieces which you acquired all have their reverses 
offset a few degrees if the pieces are turned on their 
horigontal axis or if you have any that are not offe 
set. This is of great importance in my research. 


Sincerely yours, 


BRIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
BDUCATION SOCIETY 


BPN/atb 


HATHAWAY AND BOWERS GALLERIES, INC. 


11975 E. FLORENCE AVENUE — SANTA FE SPRINGS, CALIF. 90670 
Tel. (213) 941-8774 


Directors: 


TERRY HATHAWAY 
Q. DAVID BOWERS 


February 5, 1970 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. ‘Lovis 5, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter. At the moment I do not have any 
uncirculated 1955 double die cents. We had some that were 
red and brown uncirculated, but they all sold. I have had 
a few brilliant ones from time to time - so I know that 
with some patience they can be found. 


I went through the pieces I had and found that they all 
have the reverses offset as you mention. None differed 
from this norm. 


That was a really masterful article you wrote in the cur- 
rent issue of "The Numismatist." ! 


With best personal regards I remain, 


HATHAWAY §& BOWERS GALLERIES, INC. 
Q. David Bowers 


QDB: ph 


3 ~ HATHAWAY AND BOWERS GALLERIES, INC. 


11975 E. FLORENCE AVE. - SANTA FE SPRINGS, CALIF. 90670 
TELEPHONE (213) 941-8774 (MULTIPLE LINES) 


DATE February 6, 1970 
: Mr. Eric P. Newman : 
; MBX 6450 Cecil Avenue NOT PATD--APPROVAL 
D st. Louis, Missouri p 
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CUSTOMER'S ORDER NUMBER DATE SHIPPED SHIPPED VIA é TERMS pa ee 


STOCK NO. OUR REF. - DESCRIPTION UNIT PRICE 


Ss 


1955 1l¢. Double Die. BU Special 
Thank you. Your business is appreciated. 
Mes. Marilyn Dugan 

Manager, Order Dept. 


TITLE DOES NOT PASS UNTIL GOODS ARE PAID FOR IN FULL. TERMS: NET CASH 10 DAYS 1% PER MONTH CHARGE ADDED TO OVERDUE ACCOUNTS. 
ANY CLAIMS FOR ADJUSTMENTS OR REFUNDS FOR ANY REASON MUST BE PRESENTED WITHIN 30 DAYS OF INVOICE DATE. PLEASE REFER TO INVOICE NUMBER IN CORRESPONDENCE. 
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HATHAWAY And BOWERS GALLERIES, INC. 


11975 E. FLORENCE AVE. - SANTA FE SPRINGS, CALIF. 90670 
TELEPHONE (213) 941-8774 (MULTIPLE LINES) 


DATE February 13, 1970 
z= Me. Eric P. Newman : NOT PATD--—FOR INSPECTION 
: 6450 Cecil Avenue : 
D St. Louis, Missouri - 
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O 
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CUSTOMER'S ORDER NUMBER DATE SHIPPED SHIPPED VIA 


STOCK NO. OUR REF. DESCRIPTION ae PRICE 


TITLE DOES NOT PASS UNTIL GOODS ARE PAID FOR IN FULL. TERMS: NET CASH 10 DAYS 1% PER MONTH CHARGE ADDED TO OVERDUE ACCOUNTS 
ANY CLAIMS FOR ADJUSTMENTS OR REFUNDS FOR ANY REASON MUST BE PRESENTED WITHIN 30 DAYS OF INVOICE DATE. PLEASE REFER TO INVOICE NUMBER IN CORRESPONDENCE. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


February 16, 1970 


Mre Q. David Bowers 

Hathaway and Bowers Galleries, Inc. 
Hathaway and Bowers Bldg. 

Santa Fe Springs, Cal. 90670 


Dear Dave: 


In accordance with our second telephone conversation 
on February 13, 1970, I am awaiting the second 1955 double die 
United States Gent which you bought recently from a San 
Pranciseo source along with the one you sent on February 5, 
1970. The first one you sent, in our opinion, is a forgery. 

It is identical to several forgeries of the same coin which 
have been turned over to the Secret Jervice and which others 
have also examined. The tragedy is that easy identification 
of the forgery from the juxtaposition of the obverse and 
reverse on some forgeries has been corrected. Wow you should 
check on your other pieces. The knowledge of the juxtaposition 
defect has been well known for several years. The telletale 
characteristics of the forgeries are on a separate sheet. 


The defects noted in the accompanying sheet and a number 
of others are found on all of theese forgeries and ceuld not 
have happened normally to genuine coins, They happened because 
the coin from which the dies for these forgeries were made 
had routine dents in the first place. Naturally, the genuine 
dies could not have had the raised areas on its surface to 
produce these identidal dents by striking. 


We are very anxious to have this forgery for our forgery 
reference material. You indicated you would have no objection 
to that because you were not going to return it to the party 
from whom it was purchased, We certainly hope the piece on its 
way and the others you had are genuine. 


The test as to lack of doubling of the ¥ in LISERTY is 
unsatisfactory as that is nearest the center and least affected 
by rotation of the hub.. If any defects are published, this 
might result in a new crop of forgeries being made. It is a 
most serious matter and has gone virtually unpublicised for 
several years. Do you think it should be published? 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


o2e February 16, 1970 
Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Hathaway and Bowers Galleries, Inc. 


We hope you are able to recover the money you paid for 
this piece. It ie the finest specimen of the forgery we have 
met with. If you need it for reexamination it will be promptly 
forthcoming. 


| ‘This is another reason we believe that the ANAT is of 
little value, if it has no power to destroy forgeries or at 
least force ANA members to announce adverse opinions as to 
forgeries when a piece is offered for sale. Your feelings are 
most appreciated and we will talk about the aatter again, 


Cordially, 
ERIC P. WEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
ENUGATION SOCIETY 


BPg 
atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


February 25, 1970 


Mr. Charles Peyton 

Agent in Charge 

United States Secret Service 
Federal Building 

St. Louis, Missouri 


Dear Mr, Peyton: 


In accordance with my telephone conversation, I would 
like to ask your office a question. 


With respect to the United States double die 1955 cents 
we participated in turning in to the Secret Service, two 
forgeries, in September of 1968, and I am enclosing a copy 

| of the letter we wrote at that time in connection with them. 
fi This gave the detail for identification. 


However, I failed to determine what was the relationship 
of the obverse to the reverse on those forgeries, On the 
pl” genuine pieces, if the obverse is rotated on its horizontal 
axis, the reverse is off about 5 degrees counterclockwise, Was 
this true of those two forgeries, also? In other words, I 
wanted to learn whether that variety of forgery copied the 
juxtaposition of the obverse and reverse or whether it was 
adjusted in subsequent production of the forgeries. 
| Another question which seems aporopriate is, whether 
Joe there are other varieties of other forged 1955 double die cents. 
It seems clear that the pieces turned in were die struck 


and the dies were made from an original coin. For that reason 
the process could be readily repeated in making many new dies. 


Sinee we are called upon from time to time to examine 
these pieces the thought occurred to me that you might be kind 
enough to let me know how many types of counterfeits there are 
of these pieces and their distinguishing features. 


Your cooperation will be appreciated. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
BPN tb EDUCATION SOCIETY 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
. OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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SRIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


March h, 1970 
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- Rare Goin Company of America 
5 31 North Clark 

Pa Chicago, Illinois 60602 
Gentlemen: 


We know of an instance where you have given 
3 your written opinion on the genuineness of a 1955 
E double die cent and,no doubt, you have given other 
: opinions on that coin, — 


| Would you be nice enough to advise us as 
to the characteristics you have fcund on the forgeries 
which enable you to distinguish them from the genu- 
ine pieces? We are asked, from time to time, concern- 
ing these matters and for that reason would like to 
have any additional available information on the 


subject. 
Cordially yours, 
psn 
ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 

EPN/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


3/e/72 
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HATHAWAY AND BOWERS GALLERIES, INC. 


11975 E. FLORENCE AVENUE — SANTA FE SPRINGS, CALIF. 90670 


Tel. 


(213) 941-8774 


April 22, 1970 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 
63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter of March 30. Thank you also for the 
return of the 1955 double die cent. Have you sent the other 
one off to Wayne Pratali yet? I mentioned to him that you 
would be sending it. 


I presume this letter will find you having just returned from 
the Galapagos Islands. I hope you weren't run over by any 
500 pound turtles! 


With best regards I remain, 


HATHAWAY & BOWERS GALLERIES, INC. 
Q. David Bowers 


QDB: ph 


Directors: 


TERRY HATHAWAY 
Q. DAVID BOWERS 


7 ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Mr. Wayne Pratali 
_ Sittle Mint of San Francisco, Inc., 
155 Sutter Street | | 
San Francisco, California 9410) 


Dear Mr. Pratali: — 


When Q. David Bowers discussed with us the problem re- i 
lating to the 1955 double die cent forgery, we both agreed 

that the coin should be retained by this organization and ~ 
not returned, There is no question whatever that it is a 
forgery and, as you may know, forgeries from the identical 
dies have been previously turned in to the United States 
Secret Service. 


If you will write to us and state that the coin 

will not leave your hands and will be returned to us within 
one month, we will send the coin to you so that you can be 
assured that it is the coin you sent to Hathaway and Bowers, 
Naturally, you may show it to the person from whom you pur- 
chased it and anyone whose Opinion you respect, but it must 
be clearly understood that no such person should have poss- 
ession of it at any time. 


The problem involved is a very serious one. When a 
forgery is offered for sale or sold and is merely returned 
to the original party, it very often goes on the market again, 
The only way to take such a coin out of the commercial channels 
is to leave it in an organization of this sort, or to turn. 
it in to the Secret Service. Since Dave Bowers agrees to 
the foregoing, we would like to have your written agreement 
also. 


We believe that you should be proud of handling the 
matter in this way as a means of contributing to the elimin- : 
ation of dangerous forgeries of this nature, : 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


-2= - April 27, 1970 
Mr. Wayne Pratali 


Naturally, Dave should have a refund of any money he 
paid you and, Similarly, you should have a refund from the 
person from whom yow purchased the coin. If you have any 
way of finding out the true source of the coin beyond the 
parties mentioned, that would be important to know. 


I would have written you gooner, but have been in 
South snevGea?>> Soutie 226 Jest forgery, es bots eggend 
This Letter may be somewhat of a surprise to you, but 
I believe on thinking the matter over you will see its justi- 
_ fication. “In any event, please let us hear from yous 


Sincerely yours, 


“BRIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
BDUGATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 


_ OO Mr. 'Q. David Bowers rey 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
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LITTLE MINT OF SAN FRANCISCO 
RARE COINS & STAMPS BOUGHT AND SOLD 
155 SUTTER STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 94104 


HATHAWAY AND BOWERS GALLERIES, INC. 


11975 E. FLORENCE AVENUE — SANTA FE SPRINGS, CALIF. 90670 
Tel. (213) 941-8774 


Directors: 


TERRY HATHAWAY 
Q. DAVID BOWERS 


May 18, 1970 


Mr. Wayne Pratali 

LITTLE MINT OF SAN FRANCISCO 
155 Sutter Street 

San Francisco, 

California 94104 


Dear Wayne: 


I really can't figure out why I am having such a great difficulty getting 
my $250 back from you. Also, am I to imply from a letter dated May 3, 1970 
from Mr. Bell of your staff that you think that myself or Mr. Newman might 
send a different coin back to you other than the one originally purchased? 
In my seventeen years no-one has ever made an inference of this nature. 


Eric Newman is trying his best to combat counterfeits of various kinds. 
These are a great danger to our hobby in general and to your business in 
particular (as well as the business of every other dealer). 


I know that Eric Newman has written to you about the coin as I have re- 
ceived copies of the correspondence. It might be best if you told him 
from whom you purchased the coin. Possibly eventually the piece could 
be ‘traced: to its source. 


In the meantime, may I have my money back? Frankly, I am surprised that 
I have not received it back long ago and that I have had to write quite 
a few letters onthe subjéct! 


HATHAWAY §& BOWERS GALLERIES, INC. 
Q. David Bowers 


Me. John P. Bell 
Mr. Eric Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


May 21, 1970 


Mr. Wayne Pratali 

Little Mint of San Francisco 
155 Sutter St. 

San Francisco, Calif. 94104 


Dear Mr. Pratali: 


Apparently, by inadvertence, the original 
of the Hathaway and Bowers Galleries, Inc. letter 
to you dated May 18, 1970 was sent here and, no 
doubt, you received the copy which was intended 
for us. If you would like the original of the 
letter, send me the carbon you received, 


I hope that you realize the justification 
of the pksition which is being taken. 


Sincerely yours, 


BWEIC P,. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


HATHAWAY AND BOWERS GALLERIES, INC. 


11975 E. FLORENCE AVENUE — SANTA FE SPRINGS, CALIF. 90670 
Tel. (213) 941-8774 


June 4, 1970 


Pastor Sam Urrate 
Christ Lutheran Church 
1020 E. Vanderbilt 
Stamford, Texas 79553 


Dear Pastor Urrate: 


Thank you for your letter and the “1955 Double Die” cent sent for checking. I have compared this 
piece to several others and find that it differs in several respects including: generally shallower and 
less distinct relief; slight doubling (under magnification and when held at an ae) of the left side of 


the O in ONE and the N in CENT. 


I suggest that you send the piece to Mr. Eric P. Newman; Eric P. Newman Education Society; 6450 : 
Cecil Avenue; St. Louis, Missouri. Mr. Newman is making a study of 1955 Double Die cents and 
forgeries and should be able to give you some specific information about the one you have. 


athaway and Bowers Galleries, Inc. 
Q. David Bowers 


Note: I shall send a copy of this letter to Mr. Newman, so he will know what I have written. 


Directors: 


TERRY HATHAWAY 
Q. DAVID BOWERS | 


HATHAWAY & BOWERS, INC. 
41975 East Florence Ave. 
Fe Springs, Calif. 90670 


Santa ae 
{213} 941-8774 


June 30, 1970 


Mr. Wayne Pratali 

Little Mint of San Francisco 
155 Sutter Street 

San Francisc6, California 94104 


Dear Wayne: 


I find it hard to believe that I still have not heard from you with 
regard to my money back on the 1955 Double Die cent. Had the situation 
been reversed I would have been very appreciative for your calling my 
attention to a coin that was questionable. 


I am really at a loss as to what to do. I don't to create a problem 
for you or anyone else; but on the other hand, I do not consider it 
fair that not only have I been unable to get my money back, I haven't 
even been able to get personal replies from you. Surely this matter 
is of sufficient importance for you to at least personally drop me 

a note on the matter. 


Can you please send me my $250.00 back. Or, if you have a reason for 
not wanting to refund my money, can you call me collect! This way you 
won't even have to pay for the telephone call. All you will have to 
invest is two or three minutes of your own time--which isn't much 
considering the tremendous amount of correspondence and aggravation 

I have had over what should have been a very simple matter. 


May I have the favor of hearing from you soon? 


Sincerely yours, 


HATHAWAY AND BOWERS GALLERIES, INC. i 
Q. David Bowers 


QDB:be | 
ce: Mr. Eric P. Newman. 


6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 


HATHAWAY AND BOWERS GALLERIES, INC. 


11975 E. FLORENCE AVENUE — SANTA FE SPRINGS, CALIF. 90670 
Tel. (213) 941-8774 


July 16, 1970 


Directors: 


TERRY HATHAWAY 
Q. DAVID BOWERS 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


My last word from Wayne Pratali is that in order to get my $250 back 
he must have the coin. So, can you send the coin to him? I am eager 
to get this matter resolved, 


I do consider it advisable to take a photograph of the coin first so 
if you do not have photographic facilities you might send the coin to 
me and I will take a photograph of it before returning it to him, In 
this way it can be identified for later use. | 


I believe I wrote to you earlier about a Vermont piece that you have. 
Would you be interested in selling your Ryder #34? I have a great 
personal interest in the series and would like very much to obtain 
this piece if at all possible. 


With bestypersonal regards, I remain, 


HATHAWAY AND BOWERS GALLERIES, INC. 
Q. David Bowers 


QDB:be 


Hathaway and Bowers Inc. 


11975 E. FLORENCE AVE. - SANTA FE SPRINGS - CALIF. 90670 
TELEPHONE (213) 941-8774 (MULTIPLE LINES) 
GALLERIES GALLERIES 


NAME Mr. Eric P. Newman 
64.50 Cecil Avenue DATE Aug. Bas 19 70 


St. Louis, Missouri 


PLEASE DETACH AND RETURN THIS STUB WITH YOUR REMITTANCE. AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ 


BALANCE FORWARD 


‘Invoice 55173 2-6-70 SU45.00 
2 


3 


16 


~~ PLEASE PAY LAST 


AMOUNT IN THIS COLUMN 


Hathaway and Bowers Inc. — 11975 £. FLORENCE AVE.-SANTA FE SPRINGS 90670 
TELEPHONE (213) 941-8774 (MULTIPLE LINES) 


HATHAWAY AND BOWERS GALLERIES, INc. 


11975 E. FLORENCE AVE. 
SANTA FE SPRINGS, CALIF. 90670 


Mr. Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 


U.S.POSTAGE!« 
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HATHAWAY AND BOWERS GALLERIES, INC. 


11975 E. FLORENCE AVENUE — SANTA FE SPRINGS, CALIF. 90670 
Tel. *(@13) 941-8774 


August 6, 1970 Directors: 


TERRY HATHAWAY 
Q. DAVID BOWERS 


Mr. Eric P, Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Dear ‘Eric: 

I have not heard from you in regard to my recent letters. Where is the 
1955 Double Die Cent? Has it been send back to Mr. Pratali? Please let 
me know. 

I imagine that I will see you at the A.N.A. convention--but, in the mean- 
time, can you send the coin off to Mr. Pratali if you have not done so al- 


ready? 


With best wishes, I remain, 


HATHAWAY AND BOWERS, INC. 
Q. David Bowers 


QDB:be 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Augus t ll, 1970 


MreQe David Bowers 

Hathaway and Bowers Galleries, Inc. 
11975 &. Florence Ave. 

Santa Fe Springs, Calif. 90670 


Dear Dave: 


I have just returned from a fine\ vacation, in Jamaica 
(long enough to rest thoroughly) and find your various letters. 
I am, naturally, quite disappointed that Mr. Pratali has not 
returned your money. ee 


You will recall that in view of the fact that the 1955 
double die cent which you sent on approval was a forgery, that 
4t should not be returned so that it ended up being sold to 
someone else, This you agreed to, and I confirmed it by letter 
of February 16, 1970 to you and by letter dated April 27, 1970 
to Mr. Pratali. : Fey 


By the letter of April 27, 1970 to Nr. Pratali, ¢ copy 
of which was sent to you, I also offered to return the piece 
to Mr. Pratali on his written assurance that the coin would be 
returned to us. On May 3, 1970 Mre Bell, on behalf of Mr. 
Pratali, wrote you that he could not get his money back without 
access to the piece and agreed to make a refund if it was a 
forgery. He has never written to us indicating that he will 
return the coin, if it is a forgery, and that the coin will not 
leave his hands. 


I will see you at the ANA convention, but you wanted 
to hear from me before you came. Incidentally, your office 
sent me another bill dated August 5, 1970. 


It might be well if you tell Mr. Pratali thet the coin 
can be turned over to the Secret Service by any of us and that 
does not change the obligation to refund the money paid. If 
Mr. Pratali cares to disclose who his source is, that would be 
helpful. Perhaps he will be at the ANA convention. 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


: ei ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
BPN/atb EDUCATION SOCIETY 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


HATHAWAY AND BOWERS GALLERIES, INC. 


11975 E. FLORENCE AVENUE — SANTA FE SPRINGS, CALIF. 90670 
Tel. (213)°941-877 4 


August 13, 1970 Directors: 


TERRY HATHAWAY 
Q. DAVID BOWERS 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter. I will send a copy of this letter to Mr. 
Pratali and hope that he will agree to return the coin to you (or to 
the Secret Service) if it proves to be a forgery--and that the coin 
will not leave his hands without further varification. 


Thank you for your kind invitation. I will not be arriving at the 
convention until about an hour after it has ended. I regret that I 
will not have the opportunity to vist you at your home. I look for- 


HATHAWAY AND BOWERS GALLERIES, INC. 
Q. David Bowers 


QDB:be 


cer’ Mr. Peatals 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


August 27, 1970 


Mr. Virgil Hancock 
Box 936 
Bellaire, Texas 7702 


Dear Virgil: 


fhere were two 1955 double die cents which you 
left with me at the time of the convention. They are 
returned herewith. 


The piece in the plastic envelope is definitely 
a forgery, the two major telltale items being the defect | 
at the lower end of the right stem and the depression 
below the right foot of the first A in AMERICA, I have 
turned in several of these to the Secret Service and several 
others have been examined. This, apparently, is the most 
common type of forgery and should be destroyed. 


The second piece, belonging to Mr. Dwight Woiteshek, 
1563 Packard Avenue, Racine, Wisconsin, 5303, is, in my : 
opinion, quite genuine. It is a slight improvement over 

my own genuine piece and if it is for sale I would like 

the opportunity of buying it. My reason for wanting to 

buy it is that it has a minimal number of dents. 


Thank you, very much, for giving me the oppore 


: tunity to examine these pieces. 


It was a pleasure talking to you during the 
convention and I hope that much will be accomplished now 
that your goal has been reached and the matter is to be 
turned over. to the ANA. 


‘Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


spe 
ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOGIBTY 


EPN/atb 
Enes/ 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


Hathaway and Bowers Inc. 


11975 E. FLORENCE AVE. - SANTA FE SPRINGS - CALIF. 90670 
TELEPHONE (213) 941-8774 (MULTIPLE LINES) 


GALLERIES GALLERIES 
NAME Mr. Eric P. Newman 


6450 Cecil Ave. DATE 9-16 19 70 


St. Louis, Missouri 


PLEASE DETACH AND RETURN THIS STUB WITH YOUR REMITTANCE. AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ 


fii ae eat 


BALANCE FORWARD 


Inv. {55175 2-6-70 Bal. due $445.00 


Please return the 
5 Double Die so we 
can close our books! 


16 


ED PLEASE PAY LAST 
AMOUNT IN THIS COLUMN 


Hathaway and Bowers Inc. — 11975 E. FLORENCE AVE.-SANTA FE SPRINGS 90670 
TELEPHONE (213) 941-8774 (MULTIPLE LINES) 


HATHAWAY AND BOWERS GALLERIES, INC. 


11975 EB.) FLORENCE, AVE. «) 
SANTA FE SPRINGS, CALIF. 90670 


TR 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 
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September 23, 1970 


Mr. Wayne Pratali 

Little Mint of San Francisco, Inc. 
155 Sutter Street 

San Francisco, California 94104 


Dear Wayne: 


Can you send Eric the note which he requests? Actually, in all of 
the years I have been in the coin business I have seen such paper- 
work needed for what should be a simple and straight forward trans- 
action! If you can take a moment or two of time please send him 

a note and also send me a note telling me that you are sending him 
a note! If I do not receive the coin in a reasonable time I shall 
then take care of the matter on my own with him--but evidently it 
is up to you at this point. 


I hope that the comnodities business is doing well for you. 
Sincerely yours , 

HATHAWAY AND BOWERS .GALLERIES, INC. 

Q. David Bowers 


QDB:be 


be’: Mr. Exic ‘ee 


HATHAWAY AND BOWERS GALLERIES, INC. 


11975 E. FLORENCE AVENUE — SANTA FE SPRINGS, CALIF. 90670 
Tel. (213) 941-8774 


September 23, 1970 


Directors: 


TERRY HATHAWAY 
Q. DAVID BOWERS 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter. I am enclosing herewith a copy of my 
latest letter to Mr. Pratali. I hope this speeds. things up! 


Concerning the paper money collection, this is something I would 
have to learn more about. At the moment I do not have a customer 
who is willing to pay a "long dollar" for the group. However, if 
it can be purchased so as to be marked up and sold at current prices 
at a profit then I would certainly be interested in buying it on a 
normal basis for inventory. In any event, please let me know more 
details when you have them. 


The A.N.A. Convention was the busiest within the past several 
years for me--and my only regret is that I did not have more 
time to spend looking around. Also, I am sorry that I did not 
arrive in town in time to attend the reception to which you so 
generously invited me. I heard a very glowing report of the 
many collectors’ items in your home from Jerry Cohen. 


HATHAWAY AND BOWERS GALLERIES, INC. 
Q. David Bowers 


QDB:be 


enclosure 


beaks x 


HATHAWAY AND BOWERS GALLERIES, INC. 


11975 E. FLORENCE AVENUE ~ SANTA FE SPRINGS, CALIF..90 
“Tel. (213)941-8774 pre A ia 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


(Some require substantial magnification and shadow to discern) 


REVERSES 

1. Grater like depression in field just below left corner of 
base of right leg of first A in AMERIGA. Left side of 
depression has two points. 

2. Small depression in field touching center of right side of 
upright of T in CZNT. Three email dents on upright of T 
and the field dent fall along a hS degree line rising 
to the right. 

3. The N in CENT has (1) a dent sloping upward to the right 
near the top of the right legs; (2) a dent very near the 
bottom of the left legs (3) two nearly horisontal dents 
at the lower part of the juncture of the diagonal and 

— pight leg of ¥%. 

4h. Dent vertical to the center line of the left stem of wheat, 
directly below the left corner of the first A of AMBRIGCA. 

Se Dent parallel with the center line and on the tip of the 
right stem of wheat, making the tip appear bifurcated. 

OBVERSE 

1. A long thin line depression beginning near the top of the 
juncture of the sleeve and the body of the coat and con-~ 
tinuing diagonally down to the right on the sleeve. 

@- An L shaped depression at the vacinetion point on the 
sleeve, the upright part being wider and the base part 
being longer, 

3 A diagonal line dent below the corner of the L dent 
mentioned above. 

4. Serateh-like dents below the above described dents and 
near the bevel of the bust. 

JUXTAPOSITION 


If the obverse is rotated on its horizontal axis the 
reverse is about 5 degrees counterclockwise in position. 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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WANTED TO SEE YOU 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


POSITIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF 1955 DOUBLE DIE U.S.CENT FORGERIES 


(Some require substantial magnification and shadow to discern) 


REVERSE 


Le 


5. 


Crater like depression in field just below left corner of 
base of right leg of first A in AMERICA. Left side of 
depression has two points. 


Small depression in field touching center of right side of 
upright of T in CENT. Three small dents on upright of T 
and the field dent fall along a hS degree line rising 

to the right. 


The N in CENT has (1) a dent sloping upward to the right 
near the top of the right leg; (2) a dent very near the 
bottom of the left leg; (3) two nearly horizontal dents 
at the lower part of the juncture of the diagonal and 
right leg of N. 


Dent vertical to the center line of the left stem of wheat, 
directly below the left corner of the first A of AMERICA. 


Dent parallel with the center line and on the tip of the 
right stem of wheat, making the tip appear bifurcated. 


OBVERSE 


1. 


A long thin line depression beginning near the top of the 
juncture of the sleeve and the body of the coat and con- 
tinuing diagonally down to the right on the sleeve. 


An L shaped depression at the vacination point on the 
sleeve, the upright part being wider and the base part 
being longer. 


A diagonal line dent below the corner of the L dent 
mentioned above. 


Scratch-like dents below the above described dents and 
near the bevel of the bust. 


JUXTAPOSITION 


If the obverse is rotated on its horizontal axis the 
reverse is about 5 degrees counterclockwise in position. 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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